
 

 ©2017 Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell, Ltd. All rights reserved. 

Press Release 
 

For Immediate Release                                                                                         May 25, 2017 

For more information: 

Renee Medema 

rmedema@masudafunai.com 

The U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois Awards Excellence 
in Pro Bono Service to Frank J. Del Barto and David J. Stein  

CHICAGO – Frank J. Del Barto and David J. Stein from Masuda, Funai, Eifert & Mitchell, Ltd. received awards for 

excellence in pro bono service at the Eighteenth Annual U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois and 

the Chicago Chapter Federal Bar Association Awards Ceremony held on May 24, 2017. The Honorable Michael J. 

Newman, President of the Federal Bar Association, provided remarks as the keynote speaker.  

Judge Elaine E. Bucklo nominated Frank Del Barto and David Stein for the award to recognize their work on behalf 

of Loretta Morse in Morse v. Illinois Department of Corrections, Case No. 12 C 10263. In presenting the award to 

Frank Del Barto and David Stein, Judge Bucklo remarked that Frank Del Barto and David Stein provided 

outstanding representation to their client who filed an age discrimination case against her former employer, the 

Illinois Department of Corrections. After years of discovery, successfully opposing summary judgment, and 

conducting a three day trial, the case was finally settled on very favorable terms for Ms. Morse.  

In his remarks, Frank Del Barto said that “having 

invested over three and one-half years helping Ms. 

Morse pursue her claims, the favorable settlement 

terms which will enable Ms. Morse to move on with 

her life reinforce my belief that all lawyers should 

consider representing those individuals who may 

not have a voice in our legal system.” 

David Stein added, “it was a pleasure to represent 

Ms. Morse and advocate on her behalf to see that 

she obtained just compensation for the 

discriminatory treatment she suffered at the hands 

of her former employer.” 

 

Chief District Judge Rubén Castillo acknowledged the representation of all of the award-winning attorneys and 

commended them for their efforts to render outstanding services to their clients, the court, and the public.  
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About Masuda Funai 

Masuda Funai is a full-service corporate law firm, headquartered in Chicago, representing international and 

domestic companies operating and investing in the United States. With legal professionals located in Chicago, 

Schaumburg and Los Angeles, the firm services clients in every aspect of business, including: establishing, 

acquiring, and financing operations; ownership, development and leasing of real estate; transfer of overseas 

employees to the U.S.; employment, labor, and benefits counseling; dispute resolution; intellectual property rights; 

business litigation; patent and other intellectual property litigation; creditors' rights; business risk management; 

legal and regulatory compliance; and structuring the distribution and sale of goods and services throughout the 

U.S. Masuda Funai services a diverse client base across many industries, including manufacturers; transportation 

and logistics businesses; construction and development companies; professional service organizations; electronics 

and technology companies; suppliers of food and consumer products, and financial and investment institutions. 

For more information, please visit our website at www.masudafunai.com. 
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